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Ihe Struggle In West Papua: An Introduction. 


Ihe European Background 


New Guinea is the world's second largest island, and it con- 
tains some of the world’s largest reserves of gold and copper. 
The island is currently divided in two, with the Eastern half 
forming the main body of the nation of Papua New Guinea, 
and the western half forming West Papua, a group of prov- 
inces occupied by Indonesia and not granted self-determi- 
nation or national sovereignty. This situation is the product 
of the dividing up of the island between German and British 
colonialists to the East, and Dutch colonialists to the West. 
The Netherlands had engaged in a process of colonisation of 
Indonesia over the course of centuries, but did not formally 
occupy West Papua until 1898. 


After the Nazi conquest of the Netherlands in 1940, Japa- 
nese forces would seize control of Indonesia, and eventually 
engage in battles on the Eastern half of the island of New 
Guinea against Allied forces. After WWII, Indonesia would 
declare independence, but the Dutch would continue to rule 
the Western half of New Guinea while Australia controlled 
the Eastern half. By 1961 the Dutch and West Papua had 
forged an agreement moving towards West Papuan indepen- 
dence, and the West Papuan flag - the Morning Star, which 
is now illegal in Indonesia and has led to activists flying the 
flag being arrested on charges of treason - had been agreed 
upon. 


Let us not pretend the Netherlands was acting out of some 
form of internationalist spirit. In the first half of the 1960s, 
Indonesia was home to the world’s third largest communist 
party - the largest to ever exist outside of government - and 
ensuring that West Papua was not under the control of a 
government seen as a potential ally of the USSR was import- 
ant to the capitalist class. 


But this became irrelevant by 1963, when after sustained 
pressure, and in an attempt to keep Indonesia friendly with 
the West and out of communist influence, the Netherlands 
gave West Papua to Indonesia in an agreement formalised in 
New York. The West Papuan people were not consulted, and 
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The Indonesian Period 


By 1969 the situation in West Papua had only grown worse. In re- 
sponse to widespread resistance, the Indonesian government agreed 
to hold a referendum on the issue of West Papuan independence. 


In the years since the handing over of West Papua to Indonesia, how- 
ever, much had changed. In 1965 General Suharto had overthrown 
the Indonesian government of Sukarno in a far-right coup, institut- 
ing a fascist dictatorship, and committed one of the largest post-war 
genocides against members of the PKI, the Indonesian Communist 
party. Hundreds of thousands of communists, progressives, and or- 
ganisers were murdered. While Sukarnos government had hard- 
ly been progressive on the issue of West Papuan independence, this 
fierce rightwards turn in West Papuas metropole would swiftly esca- 
late the situation. 


The Indonesian military proposed a referendum known as the ‘Act 
of Free Choice’ during which a mere 1,026 Papuan ‘representatives 
would be allowed to vote on the issue of independence. This sham 
election passed in 1969 with all 1,026 Papuans voting to remain part 
of Indonesia due to bribery and threats of violence. In 1968, however, 
an even more significant event had occurred. Construction had be- 
gun on anew mine in West Papua - A mine which would come to be 
at the heart of Indonesian colonisation of the region. 


The Grasberg Mine is one of the world’s largest reserves of gold and 
copper. It sits in Central Papua, under Indonesian control. The mine 
is owned by an American-British mining company, Freeport, and the 
Indonesian government; an alliance of old and new colonisers. Orig- 
inally, Freeport agreed a thirty year deal at a mine called Ertsberg, 
moving to the richer Grasberg in 1988. Freeport also formerly held a 
100% interest in Kisanfu, a mine in the Democratic Republic of Con- 
go responsible for the production of Cobalt and Copper, before sell- 
ing the mine to China Molybdenum. This shows the international na- 
ture of extractivist neocolonialism; the same corporations exploiting 
Congo are exploiting West Papua, and many other nations besides. 
This mine has destroyed one of West Papuas sacred mountains, and 
the environmental destruction has been incalculable. 


By 1973, when the mine opened, the West Papuan armed struggle had 
begun. Formed in 1970, the OPM (Free Papua Movement) began waging 
a guerrilla war against the Indonesian military and the international cor- 
porations exploiting their land. In 1975, the Eastern half of New Guinea 
would be granted independence by Australia as Papua New Guinea, and, 
only months later, Suhartos Indonesia would begin another war of colo- 
nial expansion, invading East Timor. Ihe Indonesian government would 
also begin to engage in a process of settler-colonialism known as trans- 
migrasi, during which Indonesian settlers would be induced to move to 
West Papua. 


With examples of both independence being achieved on the Eastern half 
of the island, and of Indonesia’ continual colonial brutality in its invasion 
of East Timor, the OPM began engaging in grander strikes. According to 
writer Leo Earle “The OPM blew up the main slurry pipe (at Grasberg) in 
1977, causing tens of millions of dollars in damage. In response, the In- 
donesian military massacred at least 800 people, although other estimates 
are much higher. Over 100,000 people are reported killed by some who 
have studied the genocide against West Papuans. 


The Current Struggle 


In the years since the fall of the Suharto dictatorship and Indonesias transi- 

Pee ; E tion to democracy in 1999, the struggle in West Papua has continued. In both 
ep rn era 2002 and 2012 new independence organisations emerged, only for key leaders 

| BURY THE COLONIES 3 ; En a, 


eo : g to be assassinated. But recently the struggle has entered a new era. In 2014, 
an CLAIM OUR HU MANIT Y representatives of three major political West Papuan organisations met and 
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en THE EARTH the leadership of Interim Presidenť and exiled Papuan leader Benny Wen- 
a ge da, and the armed movement known as the West Papua National Liberation 
Army or TPNPB who operate separately in their pursuit of an armed struggle 

against the Indonesian State. 


Indeed, in direct opposition to the new peaceful strategy laid out by the UL- 
MWR, the TPNPB made a new declaration of war against the Indonesian state 

in 2018. 
Later that year, they made several successful strikes against the development 
of new colonial infrastructure in the territory, including the killings of doz- 
ens of workers building roads over ancestral Papuan burial grounds in Nduga 
under the leadership of the then 19 year old militant Egianus Kogoya. The 
TPNPB, while sometimes referred to as a successor to the OPM, is a new or- 
ganisation composed of younger militants. According to spokesperson Sebby 
| Sambom, the new group was founded in 2012, and became organised along 
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Despite this divide between the nonviolent and militant wings of the struggle, Sambom is clear in stating that all 
political organizations that are fighting for an independent Papua are one unit, with only one goal: a fully inde- 
pendent Papua from the illegal occupation of the colonial government of the Republic of Indonesia on Papuans 
lands. However he also says that “We really appreciate all native Papuans who are struggling through peaceful 
means (non-violent struggle), but we consider this desire to be an empty hope (hopeless). And on Benny Wen- 
da and his ULMWP states “We are not part of ULMWP, and we are not interested in the ULMWP under Benny 
Wendas leadership. Because he is ambitious and the self-proclaimed President of West Papua. He is useless man; 
we are allergic to someone like him. 


Only a year after the TPNPBs declaration of war, in 2019 a mass uprising against Indonesian rule broke out in 
the months following the marking of Indonesian Independence Day on August 17th. Initially, 43 Papuan stu- 
dents studying in Indonesia were arrested after refusing to raise the Indonesian flag. In the conflict that fol- 
lowed, many students were called slurs by police and Indonesian militias, and videos of these racist acts led to 
widespread demonstrations. In the protests and riots that followed, many activists were targeted, with troops 
firing into demonstrating crowds, mass arrests, and widespread resistance. 


In 2021, in the wake of their stunning assassination of Indonesia's Papua Intelligence Chief, the TPNPB were 
officially classified by Indonesia as terrorists. The internet was cut; just as it would be in Kanaky more recently 
during widespread uprisings there. This audacious assassination caused another widespread Indonesian crack- 
down on students and civillians, but the TPNPB has continued operating unabated. In 2023, according to Sam- 
bom, the TPNPB carried out 204 attacks killing 79 and injuring 81 Indonesian security personnel. A pilot from 
Occupied Aotearoa was taken hostage by Kogoyas unit of the TPNPB last year, and earlier this month a second 
pilot was killed. It is reported that Kogoyas father, an independence activist, was murdered by the Indonesian 
military, though the date is unclear. In May 2024, footage emerged of the Indonesian military torturing an al- 
leged TPNPB militant in a barrel of water; other militants had been killed in captivity, shot while allegedly ‘at- 
tempting to escape. Recent reports have also pointed to the Indonesian military targeting children and young 
people, afraid of the widespread support for the TPNPB amongst the youth. Despite this, Australia is on the 
verge of passing new deals with Indonesia, bringing their military cooperation more closely aligned. 


In conclusion, the TPNPB represent the armed wing of a bold new force in the West Papuan struggle. Emerging only 
a year earlier than the student-led uprising of 2019 which shook the entire region, the TPNPB is made up of that 
same generation of enthused young organisers calling for justice. As these organisers have matured over the last five 
years since then, the TPNPB has gotten more strategic, more ambitious, and more deeply rooted in their land and 
their communities. 


Success is still a far-off dream; for the TPNPB to defeat the Indonesian government militarily and claim the indepen- 
dence West Papua deserves will be a long road. But it is possible. History, from Vietnam to Cuba to China to Guin- 
ea-Bissau, shows us it is possible. Indeed, similarly to Cuba, many of the weapons obtained by the TPNPB are taken 
from Indonesian soldiers during ambushes. The landscape of West Papua, with its dense jungles and mountains, is as 
ripe for guerrilla struggle as the landscape of Cuba was. The people of West Papua, after decades of humiliation and 
defeat, are awakening to their own power, believing once more in the prospect of independence. The only question is 
if the TPNPB can successfully embed themselves in the communities they serve; if they can swim through the people 
like a fish swims through the sea. To end with Mao: 


The army must become one with the people so that they see it as their own army. Such an army will be invincible.... 
- “On Protracted War” (May 1938), Selected Works, Vol. II, p. 186 


Ihe Colonial Mirror: The Parallels Between the New Caledonian 
Liberation Front and the 
Black Power Movement 


by, Umu Ubuntu 


Ihe unrest that has consumed the archipelago of New Caledonia is a direct consequence 

of the entrenched colonial hierarchies imposed on the indigenous Kanak population since 
Frances possession of the island in 1853. Unyielding acts of defiance, such as the erection of 
barricades on major roadways and the lootings and arson of commercial sites, stem directly from 
the Macron governments recent attempt to extend the voting qualifications to residents who 
have lived there for over 10 years, amove that would amplify the political influence of the 
dominant immigrant population, primarily of French descent, and significantly jeopardize the 
nations path to liberation. Yet, despite the propaganda of the Powers That Be painting these 
protests as disorderly impediments to democracy, it is clear that the veil of hegemony is lifting; 
the resistance too bright to conceal any longer. The burgeoning international liberation front is 
solidifying in spite of imperialism attempts to obscure the interconnectedness of oppression; 
increasing polarization within individual nations being a direct consequence of the sustained 
effort to rescind the gains of the social justice movements of the 1960s.' In looking to the 
revolutionaries of the past, it is evident that a decolonial understanding of the historical context 
kindling the infernos of today be not only addressed but employed upon the imperial violence 
that has engulfed our collective consciousness. It is through this lens that we can clarify the 
deceptive claims of “normalcy” and “peace” that coat the discourse of the Western powers for 
what they truly are-a preservation of the human hierarchies upholding the status quo. 

The Black Power Movement that manifested in the 1960s pervades as a paradigm of this truth, calling for 
Black people's right to economic independence and cultural self-determination during the same 
period the Kanaks of New Caledonia lost their majority status in the general population, both 
events now seen as turning points in the collective awakening for liberation.” In providing a 
historical analysis of the two fronts in conjunction, this article aims to illuminate the disparities 
that arise from conceptualizing injustice in isolation, for oppression anywhere is tied to 
oppression everywhere. 

New Caledonia has been tethered to the French empire since 1853, the colonizers 

confining the indigenous Kanak to less than 10% of their land upon acquisition.’ Subjugation 
policies were substantiated by the same racialized theories of Social Darwinism and Manifest 
Destiny that ratified the inferiorization of African Americans in the post-antebellum south, 
holding the Kanak were ‘incommensurably different’ to Europeans and on the verge of 
extinction.’ 
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Sponsoring a mass influx of European immigration, the approximate proportion of the Kanak within the total pop- 
ulation on the island steadily dropped from near 100% in 1850 to 68% in 1887, 46% in 1969 and 39% by 2018.' 

Yet, it was not solely the geographical advantage of New Caledonia as a key locale in the Pacific that influenced the 
French infatuation with the region, but the economic opportunity it provided through the discovery of Nickel in 
1874, wrecking the native atmosphere with major environmental, industrial, and political problems.” This dynamic 
reflects the hegemonic control of the Global North over the Global South in the extraction and circulation of raw 
materials, an injustice painted by Palestinian Professor Hatem Bazian of UC Berkeley as a “picture of sustained, so- 
phisticated pillaging schemes, abuse, and destruction of the environment” and native populations.’ Imperial pow- 
ers overreliance on Black and Indigenous labor and resources as coal for their overseas industries consistently un- 
derlie their own economic success, overshadowing the damage inflicted upon these lands with neutralized liberal 
rhetoric of integration and cohesion in an effort to further alienate the oppressed from their own freedom. 

The deception inherent to this integrated rhetoric was clarified in the New Caledonias independence referendum 
of 1958, under which Former French President Charles de Gauelle offered French colonies two options: “indepen- 
dence with no money from France, or incorporation in a greater French community.”* Having just been granted 
French citizenship, implying more personal power in the sway of their imperial government and influence over the 
socio-political activity within the island, enrolled New Caledonian voters opted for France by a 98% majority.’ In- 
stead, the power immediately began a systematic recolonization, motivated by a determination to conduct nuclear 
testing in the South Pacific after losing the colony of Algeria.° This malpractice not only reinforced the polarization 
clear today but exemplified the failure of integration as a solution for the devastation of colonialism, a reality that 
manifested simultaneously in the stagnation of Civil Rights legislation across the Pacific in the United States, from 
which the Black Power movement originated. 

Originally called the Freedom Movement, the Civil Rights Movement of the 1960s failed to assure the materi- 
alization of Black and Brown freedom despite public perceptions and radical legislations rapid evolution. In 1966, 
two years after the passage of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, non-violence advocate and prominent Civil Rights lead- 
er James Meredith began a symbolic walk across Mississippi called “The March Against Fear,’ that ended two days 
later, having been shot by a sniper and too injured to continue.’ The Civil Rights Movement responded to the at- 
tack by sending fellow prominent Black advocates to take his place, among such Martin Luther King Jr. from the 
Southern Christian Leadership Conference and Stokely Carmichael from the Student Nonviolence Coordinating 
Committee.* Carmichael was arrested upon arrival at the finish line of Greenwood, Mississippi for trespassing on 
public property, calling for “Black Power” in absence of the rather than the preceding chant “Freedom Now” chant 
that had encapsulated the actions which preceded it.’ The event was seen by many as an indication of the ultimate 
futility of nonviolent resistance in the eye of institutionalized racism, kindling the formation of the Black Panther 
Party and inspiring African American liberation groups to look to their oppressed siblings across the world in the 
years following at a wider scale than ever before.'° 


1 Duffield, “The New Caledonia Independence Referendum” 
2 Duffield, “The New Caledonia Independence Referendum” 
3 Bazian, Erasing the Human 

4 Duffield, “The New Caledonia Independence Referendum” 
5 Duffield, “The New Caledonia Independence Referendum” 
6 Duffield, “The New Caledonia Independence Referendum” 
Ongiri, “Spectacular Blackness” 

Ongiri, “Spectacular Blackness” 


Ongiri, “Spectacular Blackness” 
0 Ongiri, “Spectacular Blackness” 


= © CO N 


Yet, like the shift ofthe New Caledonian pro-independence groups 
from “peaceful” tides to roaring currents, 

it is essential the rise of Black Power is understood as an advance- 
ment from their nonviolent 

foundations rather than the demise of the activism that preceded 
it, as the later not only limits the 

historiography of African American radicalism but disables the 
potential for understanding Black 

and indigenous cultures as dynamic and evolving.' 

What is not dynamic, however, is the imperial motivation for 
maintaining such hierarchies-the debate has always been about 
power. Dehumanization of the colonized Kanak as conflicts to be 
“neutralized,” as written in 1972 by then Prime Minister Pierre 
Messemer exemplifies the orientalization of the native, a social 
construct expounded by philosopher Edward Said, in which the 
colonized are viewed “not as citizens, or even people, but as prob- 
lems 

to be solved or confined or-as the colonial powers openly coveted 
their territory-taken over.” 

Inferiorization persists as a core justification for the imbalance of 
power between the oppressor and the oppressed, an attitude mir- 
rored in a letter from Imperial Wizard J. B. Stoner of the Ku Klux 
Klan to a Black Muslim convention in 1957, writing “You Afri- 
cans are afraid to do it alone. You are afraid that you would get lost 
without the white man to guide you and help you.” 


Today, this rhetoric of white supremacy takes the form of liberal 
neutrality, manipulating radical calls for abolition to reformation 
and freedom to integration as exemplified by both the French and 
the United States governments in the decades since. Epistemolog- 
ical violence is reinforced by imperial militaries, France's national 
military designed to protect their fellow elites that 

manage the economic interests of the empire and burn down the 
indigenous cities and civilians that may threaten it.* Likewise, the 
policing systems of the United States are but an extension of the 
slave patrols of the antebellum South, upholding the structural 
racism that the Western empire is founded upon. Yet, just as the 
liberal monetization of the screams of revolution into 

easily digestible talking points for the white man normalizes the 
paradigmatic violence of colonial structures, the violence of the 
colonized acts as resistance through the master’s own medicine, a 
consequential reaction to centuries of the modern status quo.’ 
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Although the state of emergency enforced upon New Caledonia in response to recentunrest 
has since been lifted, the tools of repression remain in play, Macrons government having de- 
ployed 480 more law enforcement officers to the 3,000 already on the ground.' The appearance 
of cooperation via President Macrons promise to withdraw the amendment must not impede 
the evidence of hypocrisy within the imperialists actions, nor allow the blatant liberalized op- 
pression to persist.” Cohesion is no longer an option, and international solidarity is 

vital to advancing the collective liberation of oppressed peoples everywhere. Though it is get- 
ting more and more difficult to obscure the connections between global colonial subjugation, 
support is needed for a decolonized world to be achieved within our lifetimes, as until every 
person is free, no one is. 
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Art as Resistance 


An interview with Malak Abedalall 
@malakabedalall 


Can you present yourself? What’s your name and what do you do for a living? 


My name is Malak, I am 22 years old, and I am the 
eldest daughter of a family of 8 members. I live with 
them in the Gaza Strip, specifically in the Al-Nu- 
seirat refugee camp in the center of the Strip. 


I work as a graphic designer, digital artist, and also 
in the field of animation. I work every day to develop 
my skills. 

What did your life/days look like before this year? 


My life consisted of working full-time at a company based 
in Gaza, while also preparing for my university graduation 
(Bachelor's in Business Administration). I used to study af- 
ter work and also freelanced as a digital artist. In my free 
time, I would hang out with friends at a café or go out with 
my family to the beach on weekends. 


I was enjoying my time despite the work pressure, and I 
had many dreams, including traveling after graduation and 
pursuing a Masters degree in animation to work on estab- 
lishing the company I always dreamed of. 


How did you start your career in art? 


I began my professional journey at a young 

age; I loved drawing on paper and then moved 
to painting on canvas with oil colors. Along- 
side that, I decided to learn digital art to sell my 
works and earn money. So, I learned quickly and 
started working on artistic projects, such as illus- 
trating childrens stories and creating magazine 
covers, etc. 


You are currently using your art to bring awareness about the genocide in Gaza, do you 
think art has the power for liberation? 

Since the start of the war, I stopped working on art. I didn't know how to ex- 

press what was inside me. I struggled with confusion and fear for my family, 

but as time passed, my anger grew greatly over what was happening. I felt a 

deep void from being unable to work due to the complete blackout of elec- 

tricity and internet. I felt as if my life had come to a halt. Thats why I decided 

to start drawing again to express the anger inside me. I also wanted the world 

to see the injustice we endure daily, from massacres and famine to repeated 

displacement from our homes. 


In your opinion, should artists use their art to talk about the problems of the world? 


Yes, expressive art and speech have a significant impact on social and political 
matters, and an artist should use their vision to express injustice. Perhaps we 
can change the laws of this world. 


How did this year impact your art? 


Many people have seen my art and liked it. Despite the war I live through, the 
support from people encouraged me to continue. Although there are times 
when I cannot draw due to displacement or fear, I feel that I must, no matter 
what, convey the suffering of my people to the world. 


What should people do to help you and Palestine? 


The only positive side of this war is that the world has started to learn more 
about the Palestinian cause and our suffering under occupation. So, anyone 
who has an influence to spread our message further—whether through post- 
ing posters, drawing, or speaking in videos—there are many ways to spread 
the truth. That’s why I want to thank everyone who has taken the initiative 
from the beginning of the war until now to spread the message and speak up. 
We see it and appreciate it deeply, truly. 


Whats your message for the world? 


Do not forget us and stay by our side. In the end, we are all human. Thank 
you. 


In the Face of Typhoons 


an interview w/a Filipino organizer 
By Arban Zeneli 


When I arrived in the Philippines in November 2023, I was surprised at how 
packed Manila was. Major stoplights lined with Grab motorcycle drivers at every 
intersection, sidewalks filled with people, and congested roadways crisscrossing the 
city. Manilas life is everywhere, in every corner; the city possesses a striking number of 
megamalls and malls and it isa city that serves as a testament to the multinational 
exploitation that has taken place in the country. So it is surprising that when taking an 
hour's car ride out of the city, you can reach a peaceful lake lined with fishing villages, 
where all you hear is the slapping of waves and kids screaming after each other. 


Calling the two worlds a ‘stark contrast’ would be an understatement when you 
understand that they are divided by design. The numerous military checkpoints remind 
you of that. The consistent presence of men with tactical glass, gloves, and pump-action 
shotguns patrolling the streets and roadsides near massive construction developments 
or soon-to-be agribusinesses, serve as the borderlines of this design. Their presence is 
a testament to the constant threat of a fate worse than harassment: disappearance. In 
just a short time of being in the countryside of the Philippines, zig-zagging through 
checkpoints, you understand that this is an occupation, an occupation that ensures the 
profits of multinational companies largely under the umbrella of US imperialism. It is an 
occupation by the bourgeoisie of a people put in place by imperialists to oppress their 
people. 
Rich in minerals, timber, natural gas, and arable land, the Philippines possesses 
no heavy industry and over 44% of the working and peasant masses suffer from 
moderate to severe hunger. The land in the archipelago, which would give life to almost 
any seed, is left unused, fallow, and privatized, leaving indigenous peasants without 
food. Increasingly the government of the Philippines under the direction of large mining 
conglomerates, timber companies, and international agribusinesses, marks peasant 
villages and land to be privatized and employs its US-funded and trained military to 
seize it, pushing peasants off their land and into cities like Manila, where they are 
proletarianized and further exploited by telecommunication companies, tourism 
businesses, and other service industries. This process is known as land-grabbing. 
With the marking of villages for privatization, you can imagine the devastation 
created by a very erratic typhoon season would produce greater exploitation and 
hopelessness, contrary to that, this does not diminish the mass struggle in the 
Philippines. I was struck by the determination to fight, from people who had expressed 
just minutes earlier in conversation that they had seen whole streets wiped away by 
previous floods and earthquakes. Being one of the most vulnerable places in the world 
for climate collapse, these comrades were committed to seeing their revolutionary effort 
triumph. 
What is everyday reality for the Philippines, is becoming a reality in the United 
States. Imperialism-capitalism’s effect on the climate is coming home, as in the case of 
the East Palestine chemical explosion and the recent impact of Hurricane Helene, I 
wanted to hear in what ways organizers in the Philippines viewed the struggle against 
devastating climate events fueled by imperialist exploitation. Below are a few questions 
I posed to a comrade in the Philippines. Their identity is anonymous as publicizing the 
specific place that they are organizing in could jeopardize local typhoon relief efforts and 
bring intense militarization by the government which would uproot the organizational 
work going on in the countryside. 


How do you connect the destruction of these typhoons with imperialism? How do 
you speak to the masses about this struggle? 


Typhoons in the Philippines are deeply connected to imperialism through the lens of 
historical exploitation and climate injustice. Developed nations, particularly those in the 
Global North, are the largest contributors to greenhouse gas emissions, while countries 
like the Philippines bear the brunt of climate change impacts. Imperialist powers have 
also fostered systems of unequal trade, debt dependence, and exploitative industries 
like mining and logging, which exacerbate environmental degradation and reduce the 
country’s resilience to disasters. Organizers speak to the masses by linking these 
issues to their lived experiences—highlighting how multinational corporations and 
neoliberal policies displace communities, degrade ecosystems, and worsen the impacts 
of typhoons. Educational discussions, cultural work like songs and plays, and direct 
actions such as relief efforts are used to contextualize the struggle within the framework 
of anti-imperialist resistance. 


What is the feeling of the countryside towards the recent devastation? 


In the countryside, the devastation brings a mix of despair and anger. Many peasants 
and indigenous communities feel abandoned by the state as they face the loss of crops, 
homes, and livelihoods. However, this despair often transforms into collective resolve to 
rebuild and resist, especially when organizers engage with them in solidarity efforts. The 
people understand that their suffering is not isolated but rooted in systemic oppression 
and environmental plunder. 


What have been the main obstacles organizing the masses during this intense 
typhoon season? 


The main obstacles include: inaccessibility of areas due to destroyed 
infrastructure(roads, bridges, communication lines), state neglect in disaster 
preparedness and response, leaving organizers to fill the gap with limited resources and 
ongoing militarization, with the government prioritizing counterinsurgency operations 
even during calamities. This creates fear and distrust in affected communities. 


What has been the government's response to the massive destruction caused by 
the typhoons? 


The governments response has been largely insufficient and neglectful. It often involves 
late and minimal relief operations, reliance on foreign aid, and prioritization of 
public-private partnerships for reconstruction that benefit big businesses rather than 
affected communities. Instead of addressing root causes like deforestation or ensuring 
climate-resilient infrastructure, the state focuses on short-term, superficial measures. 


How have the peasants and workers reacted to the government's response? 


The reaction is one of frustration and resistance. Many peasants and workers 
denounce the government's neglect and organize protests to demand accountability 
and immediate aid. Mutual aid networks, spearheaded by grassroots organizations, 

often step in where the state fails, strengthening solidarity among the masses and 
amplifying their call for systemic change. 


What is the state of cultural work in your organizing as you respond to the 
typhoon’s impact? 


Cultural work remains vital in raising awareness, uniting communities, and inspiring 
action. Songs, murals, poetry, and community theater are used to highlight the struggles 
and resilience of those affected by typhoons. These mediums make the issues more 
relatable and serve as powerful tools for education and mobilization. Cultural 
expressions also provide a sense of healing and hope for those grappling with loss. 


What is the feeling among many organizers? How do you and others stay 
committed to the battle even when typhoons threaten many communities 
throughout the archipelago? 


Among organizers, there is an unwavering sense of urgency and determination. The 
knowledge that these disasters are rooted in systemic problems fuels their resolve to 
fight for long-term solutions. Solidarity with affected communities, the hope brought by 
collective action, and the understanding that change is necessary for survival keep 
organizers committed. The support and resilience of the masses, who often rebuild with 
dignity despite limited resources, inspire organizers to continue the struggle. 


The Filipino masses’ commitment to revolution and to fighting for genuine peace 
and democracy in the archipelago remains undaunted. When thinking of the Philippines 
and the struggle being waged, I am reminded of the Frantz Fanon quote which goes, “ 
For a colonized people the most essential value, because the most concrete, is first and 
foremost the land: the land which will bring them bread and, above all, dignity.” It is the 
land, access to the land, access to the ability to reproduce ourselves, maintain 
ourselves, and raise future generations within it that sustains and unites us. 

In the South of the Philippines archipelago is the region of Mindanao. Among its 
islands are many indigenous groups such as the Moro and Lumad people, who for 
centuries were outside of the orbit and control of Spanish colonialism. However, when 
the Spanish colonists capitulated to the American Empire in 1898, the American military 
decided this section of the archipelago would be formally treated as ‘the Philippines, 
thus initiating over a century of oppression which made the Lumad people food insecure 
as the US military pushed them off their ancestral. Today they continue their fight for 
their ancestral land rights. On November 20, 2023, the Lumad leader Bibyaon Ligkayan 
Bigkay transitioned leaving a legacy of fighting for decades for these rights. I will end 
this with her words, she said, “The protection of the mountain, the protection of our 
ancestral domain, means the protection of all humanity. So this is not only my struggle, 
but the struggle for my people and our struggle in defense of humanity? 


What is to be done about liberals? 
By @ bolshevhick 


We have all heard lamentations about the threat that liberals pose to revolution: “Cut a liberal and a fas- 
cist bleeds.” While phrases like this may seem hyperbolic, our revolutionary movement demands answers 
to the liberal questions. What is a liberal? How have liberals served as a proxy for the establishment of 
fascism in Amerikkka? How can we understand Amerikkkan politics in the context of class struggle? 
How do we promote class consciousness despite the prominence of current fascistic methods? How can 
we bring about revolution? We can answer these questions with historical analysis, lessons gleaned from 
past revolutionaries, and concrete examples from recent political events. 


Definition of Liberal 


For our purposes, we define a liberal to be someone who claims to embrace progressive principles and poli- 
cy (e.g., civil rights, public welfare, pro-choice, pro-Immigration, etc.) through reform, but seeks to maintain 
the status quo. In Amerikkka, the liberals are typically represented by the Democratic Party, and they operate 
strictly within Amerikkkan politics in order to maintain the capitalist system. They condemn any form of rev- 
olutionary action and resistance including, most recently, the Palestinian Liberation struggle, and this coupled 
with their guise of progressiveness allows the ruling class to continue capitalist repression unchecked. 

The genocide of Palestinians has unmasked the imperialist and fascist nature of liberals and illustrates that 
revolutionaries in the imperial core (i.e., Amerikkka) must view liberals as just as much of a threat to liber- 
ation as capitalists and the far-right. During the 2024 election season, we have seen liberals rally around the 
imperialists of the Democratic Party in full support of colonization. They are able to make themselves seem 
progressive at the surface, but as soon as imperialist exploitation breeds resistance, they will be among the first 
to support and perpetuate violence on behalf of the ruling class. This illustrates what George Jackson refers to 
as the “new pig class.” The new pig class is the reactionary section of the working class that upholds and de- 
fends the ruling class. Liberals may compose the most dangerous section of the new pig class as their support 
for the status quo is veiled by reformism. Therefore, it is integral that we resist the liberal co-optation of na- 
tional liberation and class struggle that reduces revolutionary fervor to electoral politics. 


Liberals as a proxy 


In Amerikkka, fascism first bore its liberal mask following World War II under the administration of FDR. 
This era introduced one of the most significant threats to class consciousness in the imperial core: reform. The 
ruling class has subdued workers’ consciousness in part by dangling the fruits of their labor in their faces in 
the form of welfare, civil rights policy, reduced-cost healthcare, etc. They make it seem as though change is 
possible within the 

framework of bourgeois politics by attempting to mend domestic exploitation with policy and increasing the 
violent extraction of the wealth of the Global South through colonization and the control of foreign ruling 
classes (neocolonialism); this is the stage of capitalism referred to as imperialism. 


People in the imperial core who realize the injustice of imperialist oppression and their own exploitation due to capital- 
ism are repressed through police violence, imprisonment, and extrajudicial killing. The politicians supported by liberals 
participate in imperialism and counterrevolutionary violence no less than their so-called conservative counterparts. In 
fact, the 

liberal vs. conservative contradiction is no more than a tactic of the ruling class to divide the masses to prevent revolu- 
tionary mobilization. This strategy has taken multiple forms throughout history: Black vs. white racism is an example 
that has permeated Amerikkkan society since its conception. A united working class led by a revolutionary vanguard 
would bring capitalism to its 

knees and destroy the ruling classs dominance. In brief, the exporting of labor to colonies, including both the Black Col- 
ony” in the US and colonies in the Global South, along with the division of the Amerikkkan working class has effectively 
suppressed class consciousness. 


*It must be acknowledged that, within the imperial core, Black people have constituted the most revolutionary and class 
conscious group due to their superexploitation and oppression. Lessons from the Black Panther Party and the Black Lib- 
eration Army are indispensable resources if we are to achieve revolution in Amerikkka. In fact, their history and politi- 
cal analysis have exposed 

Amerikkkan monopoly capitalism in full, and their contributions illuminated the path to socialism. 


A Political Superstructure in Decay 


Marxism teaches us that every aspect of society is based on the economic foundation; this includes the political superstruc- 
ture. In Amerikkka, the contradiction between the bourgeoisie (i.e., the ruling class) and the proletariat (i.e., the working 
class) is continuously sharpening as national liberation efforts succeed against imperialism across the world. As imperialism 
collapses, the ruling class must look internally for labor to exploit which means that fascism is on the rise. Like George Jackson 
says in Blood in My Eye, fascism is difficult to define precisely since it is always changing and is not grounded in a specific ide- 
ology, but we will loosely 

characterize it by the unity of the ruling class and the government to increase domestic exploitation while simultaneously sup- 
pressing class consciousness and diffusing revolutionary efforts. 

The rise of fascism in Amerikkka has been reflected in the consolidation of the political superstructure and its evident alle- 
giance/interdependence with the ruling class. More concretely, the Amerikkkan governments material support for the Zionist 
entity's accelerated genocide of Palestinians since October 7, 2023 has unmasked its imperialism as well as its fascism. 
Democrats and Republicans, liberals and conservatives have become virtually indistinguishable in regard to their policy on 
imperialism and the repression of anti-imperialist sentiments. While they still play up the liberal vs. conservative division that 
continues to work seamlessly on much of the masses, it is clear that the government and ruling class compose a unified whole 
that 

becomes less and less distinguished as class antagonisms sharpen. It is no coincidence that the consolidation of the political 
parties has increased with the declining living conditions of the Amerikkkan masses. Fascism is here, and it’s past time that we 
seize the moment. 


The Shining Path Forward 


Lenin emphasized that the masses will not spontaneously become conscious, but class consciousness cannot be raised through lec- 
turing the working class. Mao elaborated on this point in On Practice in saying knowledge can only be accrued and transformed into 
consciousness “by doing, i.e., through direct experience. The masses in the imperial core will only become conscious when they are 
repeatedly exposed to exploitation and repression by the fascist regime paired with support and propaganda from a vanguard army. 
George Jackson emphasizes that a revolutionary People’s Liberation Army cannot wait for the masses to become conscious and that 
strategic guerrilla warfare will draw repressive force from the fascist rulers. The rulers have nowhere to go with this violence except 
aimlessly toward the masses as they scramble to defeat the underground liberation army, and, while the masses may blame the revo- 
lutionaries at first, their consciousness will be raised with prolonged exposure to oppression paired with the organizing of the people 
around their needs headed by the vanguard army. Working class liberals (and the working class at large) will realize that there is no 
reforming capitalism, the liberal mask of fascism will dissolve, and the conscious masses will dismantle the exposed and vulnerable 
capitalists. A new world grounded in humanity, reciprocity, and love will grow from the ashes of the empire. 


HELP MALAK 


Help Artist Malak & Her Five Sisters Evacuate Gaza! 
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HELP HAITHAM 


Help make a difference in Haitham & the Juma family's life. 
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Help Randa’s family 
evacuate Sudan 


Randa is a resilient Sudanese woman seeking urgent support to 
reunite her family in Rwanda. Her loved ones, including her 70- 
year-old blind, diabetic father and her youngest sister with Erb's 
palsy, are trapped in Sudan amidst violent conflict. Forced to leave 
their home in Khartoum due to ongoing clashes between the RSF 
and SAF, they have been struggling to survive in Sennar, facing 
extreme shortages of food, water, and medicine. The presence of 
the RSF in Sennar, who are known to use SA as a weapon of war, 
has further endangered her sisters, heightening the need for a 
swift evacuation. 


Randa is working tirelessly to raise $12,790 to cover the cost of 
their escape, including travel expenses, initial housing, and 
essentials i in Rwanda. With the safety and well- -being of her family 


safety and stability. 
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